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THE SOUND OF THINGS FALLING  
Juan Gabriel Vásquez 
Translated by Anne McLean 
 
No sooner does he get to know Ricardo Laverde in a seedy billiard hall in 
Bogotá than Antonio Yammara realizes that the ex-pilot has a secret. 
Antonio’s fascination with his new friend’s life grows until the day Ricardo 
received a mysterious, unmarked cassette. Shortly afterwards, he is shot 
dead on a street corner. Yammara’s investigation into what happened leads 
back to the early 1960s, marijuana smuggling and a time before the cocaine 
trade trapped Colombia in a living nightmare.  

_______________ 
 
Juan Gabriel Vasquez was born in Bogotá in 1973. His previous books 
include The Informers, which was shortlisted for the Independent Foreign 
Fiction Prize, and The Secret History of Costaguana, which won the Qwerty 
prize in Barcelona. His books have been published in fifteen languages 
worldwide. After sixteen years in France, Belgium and Spain, he now lives in 
Bogotá. 
 
Anne McLean has translated Latin American and Spanish novels, short 
stories, memoirs and other writings by authors including Hector Abad, Carmen 
Martín Gaite, Julio Cortázar, Ignacio Martínez de Pison, Enrique Vila-Matas 
and Tomás Eloy Martínez.  She lives in Toronto. 
 
 
 

 “A masterful writer”— Nicole Krauss 
 
“One of the most original new voices of Latin American literature” —Mario Vargas Llosa 
 
“Like Bolaño, [Vasquez] is a master stylist and a virtuoso of patient pacing and intricate structure.” —Lev Grossman 
 
“the most engrossing Latin American novel I’ve read since Roberto Bolaño’s 2666 … masterful … hypnotic.” 

—Marcela Valdes, NPR.org 
 


